
Institutional roadmap to ABS Compliance 
This guide helps institutions turn access and benefit-sharing (ABS) obligations 
under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and its Nagoya Protocol into 
practical actions. It provides a checklist with the steps to achieve compliance
— along with ready-to-use tools, examples, templates and tips — to help turn 
policy into practice and integrate ABS compliance seamlessly into various 
institutional processes affected by ABS. 
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 What is the Nagoya Protocol?
Institutions that conduct research 
on non-human biological material 
need to be aware and comply 
with the Nagoya Protocol, which 
provides the international frame-
work on access and benefit-sha-
ring (ABS) from genetic resources. 
In practice, this means researchers 
must first check to see if countries 
regulate access to their biodiver-
sity and, if so, obtain permission, 
often in the form of “ABS permits”, 
before collecting and using bio-
logical materials also known as 
“genetic resources”. Each coun-
try has sovereign rights over its 
genetic resources and can decide 
whether or not to regulate access 

to them. Scientists might also 
need to share benefits back to the 
provider country. The Nagoya Pro-
tocol also covers derivatives and 
traditional knowledge associated 
with genetic resources (see Box 
1). At its core, the Nagoya Protocol 
attempts to ensure that research 
results support provider countries 
to make informed decisions on 
conservation and management of 
their biodiversity, implement in-
novative solutions for the bioeco-
nomy, contribute to sustainable 
development and build capacities 
for local research.  

Within the European Union, the EU Regulation No. 511/2014 
on compliance with the Nagoya Protocol (EU ABS Regulation) 
establishes measures to check that all users (commercial and 
non-commercial) within the EU follow ABS laws. It is import-
ant to comply with the EU ABS Regulation in order to avoid 
fines (up to 50.000 Euros), orders to stop research, publication 
embargo or retraction and reputational damage to researchers 
and their institution.

BOX 1.
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What is covered by the Nagoya Protocol?
You need to be aware of the Nagoya Protocol, if you do research on:

any non-human biological 
material containing functional 
units of heredity (RNA/DNA).

naturally occurring biochemical 
compounds resulting from the 
genetic expression or metabolism, 
even if they do not contain 
functional units of heredity 
(e.g. proteins, lipids, organic 
compounds).

refers to knowledge, innova-
tion and practices developed by 
Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities (IPLCs). There is not 
a definition and it varies across 
countries.

Genetic resources (GR): 
Associated traditional 

knowledge (aTK): Derivatives:
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ABS compliance checklist: 
 building your institutional strategy step-by-step 
This checklist assists research institutions and universities to develop an institutional 
ABS compliance strategy and be prepared in case of compliance checks by national 
authorities. 

It includes editable templates and examples that can serve as a basis for developing 
tailored institutional documents, guides and workflows. It also offers links to useful 
sources of easy to understand information that facilitates the institutional process 
and can be re-utilized and shared with researchers within the institution. You can 
download the checklist here.

Table 1. ABS compliance checklist
The steps to achieve compliance are organized into four 
categories: 

Steps to achieve ABS Compliance Templates & guidelines
To be used to develop the 
institutional ABS strategy

Who is 
responsible for 
what?

Due diligence 
declaration workflow 

Data Management System

DMS Phase 1: ABS relevant filter

Phase 2: check for scope and 
define necessary permits

Phase 3: institutional overview

Control check 
tips and workflow 

Nagoya Protocol compliance 
process flowchart

ABS world infographic

ABS strategy  
How to "do" Nagoya 

ABS Clearing House 
Easy ABS guides

DECLARE video guide 
DECLARE user guide 
DECLARE portal

Institutional measures for 
compliance

Designate IT support staff (contact persons for 
IT maintenance and software development)

Designate legal department support staff

“How to request ABS permits”

“How to navigate the Nagoya Protocol 
compliance process” guideline

Create a DECLARE institutional account (EU members)

“Submit due diligence declarations” workflow 

Phase 1: all projects (simple start)

Phase 2: ABS relevant projects (detailed information)

Phase 3: summary table of ABS relevant projects

Compile ABS information from provider countries 
(National Focal Points contacts, info from 
correspondence, etc.)

To be shared with 
researchers

Supporting material

Designate ABS responsible staff and define responsibilities

Designate an ABS Compliance Officer/Team

Define and communicate responsibilities

Develop and share guidelines and workflows

“Is ABS legislation relevant for my project” guideline

Tips and workflow in case of control checks by 
national authorities

Manage relevant ABS documentation

Use a Data Management System (DMS)

I.

II.

III.

cam25

cam25

cam25

https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/abs-strategy/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Table-1-ABS-compliance-checklist.pptx
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Steps to achieve ABS Compliance
Templates & guidelines

To be used to develop the 
institutional ABS strategy

Develop institutional 
resources and training

User-friendly GNP-HuB 
resources

Develop an ABS compliance section on website

Perform regular information sessions

Develop model statements on ABS 
(used for permits, grants, papers, etc.)

Develop ABS communication materials

Supporting material

To be shared with 
researchers

IV. Provide resources and training

Designate ABS responsible staff and define responsibilities
Who is responsible for what at your institution?I.
Defining responsibilities is key to ensure ABS compliance. Here we provide a general 
example of the main responsibilities to be assigned to key institutional personnel.

Table 2. ABS responsible staff

Name:

Name(s):

Responsibilities:

Responsibilities:

Ensure ABS compliance at the institution
Designate ABS responsible staff: ABS Compliance Officer or Team
Define and communicate responsibilities
Sign ABS agreements and other related documents (or delegate the signature)	
Inform about any official BfN communications related to the Nagoya Protocol / ABS

Ensure implementation of ABS compliance workflows
Define which projects are ABS-relevant. Evaluate which projects or collaborations are 
within the scope of the EU ABS regulation N° 511-2014 and/or ABS national measures. 
Schedule a meeting with scientist for ABS relevant projects or notify no ABS relevance
Support scientist during ABS permit requests
Compile information on ABS national measures (laws, templates, procedures, etc.)
Define requirements for an ABS data management system (DMS), including reminders
Collect ABS relevant documentation for compliance checks in DMS
Create and maintain the DECLARE account for the institution. Include researchers 
as users of the platform and record status of the due diligence declarations in DMS
Support compliance checks and record status in DMS

Contact information:

Contact information:

Institute Management (Director)

ABS Compliance Officer or ABS Compliance Team

Here you can download the editable word document and customize it according to 
your institution’s organization, needs and capacities. While you are developing your 
institutional strategy, departments, staff and responsibilities can be reorganized, 
added, edited or deleted as necessary. You can also find more examples in the ABS 
institutional measures infographic.

cam25
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Contact person (IT maintenance):

Contact person (bioinformatics):

Contact person:

Responsibilities:

Responsibilities:

Responsibilities:

Responsibilities

Responsibilities:

Provide document storage space
Server-operation for intranet including ABS section 
Ensure storage of exported documents for 20 years after end of use
Set up a data management system (DMS)

Develop or adapt a DMS for the ABS relevant projects and documents. 
Support DMS maintenance
Document export into stable data formats

Ensure ABS compliance in their departments

Include each project’s ABS-relevant information in DMS 
Request the necessary ABS permits
Submit due diligence declarations using the institutional DECLARE account
Upload each project’s ABS permits or equivalent in DMS 
(ABS contracts, permits, IRCCs, others)
Ensure ABS benefit sharing and report back to provider country
Cite IRCCs (Internationally Recognized Certificate of Compliance) 
or ABS permits in scientific publications

Offer legal support on ABS national measures and the EU ABS regulation N° 511-2014
Compile legal documents
Support benefit-sharing negotiations
Draft and/or review contracts
Lead during compliance checks

Develop and update ABS compliance section on the institutional website or intranet
Perform staff ABS information sessions
Develop and update model statements on ABS (to be used in funding applications, publications, reports, ...)

Contact information:

Contact information:

Contact information:

Bioinformatic and Databases

Heads of departments

PIs / Postdocs (PhD students)

Legal Department

for projects:

Include ABS-relevant information in DMS for each collaboration
Partner institutions have to provide the necessary ABS permits 
(make sure your institution and scientists are mentioned in the permit, if material is 
used at your institution or if researchers will be included as co-authors in publications)
In case of guest researchers, ensure they bring the samples 
together with the corresponding ABS permits

Collaborate during control checks by national authorities

for collaborations:

during control checks:
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Responsibilities:

Non-institutional staff: Guest researchers / collaboration partners

Provide all ABS relevant documents related to collaboration project
Inform ABS Compliance Officer or ABS Compliance Team if any materials are brought from abroad

Develop and share guidelines and workflowsII.

Researchers must be aware of institutional policies regarding ABS 
and the Nagoya Protocol. To this end, the institution should develop 
easy-to-understand informational materials on ABS compliance 
appropriate for their research community. These materials may 
include infographics, checklists, workflows, among others. 

You don’t have to re-invent the wheel! The GNP-HuB project has 
developed useful tools that institutions can reuse and share with 
researchers, just be sure to acknowledge and link back to the project. 
You can also use these materials as a starting point for developing 
your own institutional guidelines. Some of these materials can serve 
as a guide for researchers (see section IV). 

How to “do” the Nagoya Protocol is a step-by-step 
guide on how to request an ABS permit. 

A summary is provided in figure 1. It includes guidance 
on how to navigate the ABS-Clearing House, tips on 
how to approach the ABS National Authorities, what to 
do after researchers receive the permits, among other 
useful information. 

https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/how-to-do-nagoya/
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Figure 1. Summary of the How to “do” the Nagoya Protocol step-by-step guide. 
     Access the full text here.

In this section we introduce an example of how the process for complying 
with the Nagoya Protocol could work at the institutional level. 

It begins with the initial project planning phase and ends with the completion of research. 
Figure 1 outlines the interactions between scientists and the ABS Compliance Officer/Team at 
various stages and specifies the relevant data that should be stored in the data management 
system (DMS) throughout the process.

Principal Investigators (PIs) are responsible for entering their projects into the DMS and the 
Compliance Officer/Team assists researchers determine whether or not ABS permits are 
required. Researchers are responsible for applying for the necessary ABS permits and fulfilling 
their due diligence obligations under the EU ABS Regulation. The institution manages 
ABS-related information in the DMS. 

The process is designed to be as simple as possible for scientists, beginning with asking where 
biological samples will (or have been) taken during a research project. If the project is 
considered ABS-relevant, more detailed questions are asked to determine whether there 
are ABS obligations under EU ABS regulations and/or national ABS measures in the provider 
countries and what ABS permits are required. 

Here you can find the editable version of the flowchart, 
which you can adapt to your institutional ABS policy. 

Nagoya Protocol compliance process - institutional flowcharta.

On the other hand, some guidelines must be tailored to each institution. For this, we 
provide some examples that you can use as the basis and modify according to your 
institutional ABS policy:



Nagoya Protocol Compliance Process
Check ABS obligations for research on genetic resources and/or derivatives

Scientists ABS Compliance Officer/Team

responsibilitiesresponsibilities

ABS Relevance
Are you planning to collect or obtain 
genetic resources from outside 
Germany as part of this project?

Pr
ep

ar
at

io
n

Scope of EU ABS Regulation 
and/or national ABS laws:
Provide further information on the 
material/project (material, temporal, 
utilisation scope), if project is funded

Obtain ABS permits:
Complete forms andrequirements
Agree on benefit-sharing
Signature by the management
Request IRCC

Include ABS permits and 
relevant information in DMS 

Define provider countries and check if they 
regulate access. Record if Nagoya Protocol 
party and ABS legislation is in place. 

Project 
phase

If yes

If yes

If yes If no

If no

No more action 
needed

Export once 
project ends

Record:
“ABS relevant”

Record:
“not ABS relevant”

Check:
According to the scopes of the EU ABS Regulation 
and national measures of the provider country

Record:
“within scope of the 
EU ABS Regulation”

Record:
“within scope of national 
legislation” only

Record:
Rationale why 
out of scope

Meeting with scientist
to define next steps

Advice and assistance

Check ABS permits are valid and 
sufficient, record permit status

No more action 
needed

DMS dashboard summarizes 
Nagoya Protocol relevant 

documents and information

Documents and information 
will be archived by the institution

 for 20 years

Project start
Sampling and utilization (R+D)

Storage, destruction or transfer of 
samples according to ABS permit

Submit Due Diligence Declaration
for projects financed by third-party 
funding through the institutional 
DECLARE account

Support the ABS Compliance Team
in case of a control check

Ensure benefit-sharing and 
report back to provider country.
Cite IRCCs in publications

Re
qu

es
t

Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n
En

d

Include
in DMS
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Due diligence declaration workflowb.

The DECLARE platform offers the option of creating institutional accounts. The main 
advantage is that the institution can track all relevant due diligence declarations (DDDs) in 
one place. The ABS Compliance Officer/Team can create an institutional account and then add 
individual researchers on request. Individual researchers can log into DECLARE and submit 
the DDDs for their projects. The Compliance Officer/Team can monitor who has submitted the 
DDD and what the status is.

It is important that the institution clearly communicates this to research staff to ensure that all 
DDDs corresponding to the institution are done within the institutional account. 

Figure 3 shows an example of a workflow for submitting a DDD.

Once the DDD has been submitted by a user in Germany, it is forwarded to the Federal Agency 
for Nature Conservation (BfN) for validation. If the declaration is deemed valid, the BfN 
transmits it as a “Checkpoint Communiqué” to the ABS Clearing House, where it is made 
available to the relevant provider countries. You can check all checkpoint communiqué sent by 
Germany here.

Here you can download the editable document,
adapt it to your institution, and make it available to 
researchers. The template also includes some basic 
explanations regarding DDD obligations.

cam25



How to submit a due diligence declaration 

Workflow

Users of genetic resources within the EU Member States are obliged to submit a 
due diligence declaration (DDD) according to the EU Regulation No 511/2014. 
Filing a due diligence declaration is required at 2 stages in the EU:

At the stage of research funding, if such research 
involves the utilisation of genetic resources and/or 
traditional knowledge associated with them and is 
subject to external funding in the form of a grant. 

At the final stage of development of a product, 
when such product was developed via the 
utilisation of genetic resources or associated 
traditional knowledge.

To submit the DDD, researchers in Germany must use the 
EU DECLARE platform. Researchers have to submit the DDD 

using the institutional DECLARE account. The following 
workflow shows the process in detail. Researchers can also 

check this video on how to use the DECLARE platform.

At these two EU checkpoints the due diligence information is transferred to the responsible 
Member State, in this case, Germany and the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation 
(Bundesamt für Naturschutz, BfN). BfN, if the declaration is deemed valid, then submits
 it to the ABS Clearing House which passes it on the declaration to provider countries.

Users must keep all relevant documents on ABS for 20 years after end of utilization. 

Due Diligence Declaration
DDD must be submitted through the institutional DECLARE account

Scientists ABS Compliance Officer/TeamInclude
in DMS

Obtain the necessary ABS permits

Request a user ID for the institutional DECLARE 
account from the ABS Compliance Officer/Team

Create the necessary users ID

Submit the DDD in DECLARE

Complete the DDD information in DMS

DMS records the DDD information for 
all institutional projects

Figure 3. Template of workflow on how to submit the DDD

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/login?loginRequestId=ECAS_LR-44927054-CymzKGZ55wsAJDw9CzGDs9tnR5zkgZM8nxdSyHVpuq9WNtsal8zo8R0RfRnpjJfHsigb1vOWGfQWEbbXukxzORx-m5stpJzr6TdOy5IlTWkgu0-gXwrUTp2hKb4busRNN7EBQOSQmgbRkZcXZTdJcR4PzuTFlWY0EmFoSpEuDDV4VDTauWBkJYzPBTmKCJgL7V85Z
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-193088
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Control check tips and workflowc.

The Federal Agency of Nature Conservation 
(BfN) is responsible for ensuring ABS 
compliance in Germany. BfN carries out 
control checks and verifies that users 
obtained all necessary ABS permits from 
provider countries and complied with their 
obligation under the EU ABS Regulation 
511/2014. Research institutions should 
be well prepared to answer questions 
and submit documents related to Nagoya 
Protocol compliance. Here we share tips and 
recommendations for institutions on how to 
deal with compliance checks by BfN. 

Figure 4 shows an overview on what 
institutions should do before,
during and after a control check.

Figure 4. What to do before, during 
     and after a control check.

Ensure
staff knows the 
process and the 
designated 

contact person

Establish
a documentation 
system and gather 
all relevant NP 
information

Prepare
required documents 
and information

Acquire
legal management 
approval before 
submission

Ensure
internal and 

streamline external 
communication 

with BfN

Obtain
any missing 

documents and 
inform BfN

Evaluate
the process internally 

and improve

Support
partners during their 

compliance 
checks

b
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e
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ri
ng

af
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Before a check: Your institution should be prepared!

During control checks:

Timelines can be tight during checks, so it’s best to gather all Nagoya Protocol–related 
information from institutional research projects well in advance. The ABS Compliance 
Officer/Team should:

BfN will inform the management of the institution about the compliance check. 
The management should notify the legal department about the compliance check 
as soon as possible. 

Support researchers to include all the relevant information and documentations 
in an ABS data management system (DMS) to have all ABS relevant information 
available in just one place. If the institution does not have a DMS, researchers 
need to be informed where to store all ABS-relevant information and 
documentation or with whom to share it. 

This should be stored in a central location, e.g., in a shared folder at the 
institution or under the responsibility of the ABS Compliance Officer/Team. 

The legal department can take the lead in the process (this is to be defined by each 
institution) and act as the point of contact for communication with the BfN.

 It can be the contact point with BfN and keep a written record of all communications. 
It should also contact the BfN immediately, if the institution is unable to meet the 
specified deadline and request an extension. The ABS Compliance Officer/Team 
supports the legal department in the event of a compliance check and ensures efficient 
communication both between the responsible internal staff and with the BfN. 

In Figure 5, we show a template of what the workflow of a compliance audit 
at the institutional level might look like. 

Share clear instructions and support institutional staff on how to obtain the 
necessary permits, submit the Due Diligence Declaration and include all the 
relevant ABS documents in the DMS. 

Inform the relevant employees at your institution about the compliance check 
so that everyone knows their responsibilities during the process 
(check out the workflow example below). 

The legal department can take the lead for coordinating and over-
seeing the compliance check process and be the contact point for 
BfN. In collaboration with the ABS Compliance Officer/Team, the 
legal department is in charge of preparing standard answers to the 
questionnaire where possible. This is for your general guidance. 
BfN usually make small adjustments to the questionnaire in 
advance of each compliance check cycle and they will provide you 
with the corresponding questionnaires in case your institution is 
selected for a check. The answers should reflect the institutional 
situation with regard to compliance with the Nagoya Protocol.

The BfN may update the questionnaire every few years. 

Here you can find the editable version, 
which you can adapt to your institution.

cam25



BfN sends letter 
to management

Workflow in case of a control check

control 
check

Scientific 
Departments

ABS Compliance 
CO/Team

Legal 
Department

Institutional 
Management

Management informs 
the legal department 
about the compliance 

check

Cooperate with 
legal department 

to prepare 
documentation

Provide relevant ABS 
information in DMS

Answer the 
questionnaire

Compile 
relevant information 

and documents
Communicate

and comply with 
deadlines

Submit questionnaire 
and relevant data 

back to BfN

Preparation for an on-the-spot check if necessary

Support legal 
department and ABS 

CO/Team check

Take the lead during 
comliance checks

Establish good 
communication flow

Follow up further 
exchange with BfN

if necessary

Figure  Nagoya Protocol compliancprocess. 
     This is an example on how the process at your institution could look like. 



15

After the check:

If documents are missing, the ABS Compliance Officer/Team will take immediate 
action to get them and will keep the BfN up-to-date concerning the efforts to 
obtain the missing documents. 

The ABS Compliance Officer/Team will lead a process to check and discuss 
internally what went well and what needs to be improved regarding your
 organizational structure and take actions to improve identified gaps. 

All the details of how management, the legal department, and the Compliance 
Officer/Team coordinate and handle compliance review processes may not be 
directly relevant to scientists and could overwhelm them. 

We recommend including this information as an appendix to the institutional ABS 
strategy and instead focusing on clearly communicating to researchers the 
importance of obtaining all necessary ABS permits and storing them in a central 
location in a timely manner. This way, neither researchers nor management will have 
to rush to compile the necessary information in the event of a compliance check. 
We also recommend explaining researchers‘ responsibilities in compliance checks 
in a direct and simple manner. 

Box 2 contains a template text that can be adapted and shared with researchers.

BOX 2. Control checks by BfN – what researchers have to do?

The Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) is responsible for enforcing ABS compliance in Germany. 
BfN carries out control checks and verifies that users of genetic resources have obtained all necessary ABS 
permits from provider countries and have fulfilled their due diligence obligations in accordance with EU 
ABS Regulation 511/2014. 

       Researchers are required to support the ABS Compliance Officer/Team during control checks. 

It is their responsibility to ensure that all 
Nagoya Protocol-relevant information 
and documentation is kept up to date 
in the ABS data management system.

If this is the case, the compliance checks can be carried 
out smoothly and researchers do not usually need to take 
any further significant action, as the ABS Compliance 
Officer/Team already has the necessary information.

Manage relevant ABS documentationIII.

Under the EU and German law, users of genetic resources have to seek, keep and transfer relevant 
ABS documentation. It is crucial for the institution to have a documentation system that enables 
the compilation, organization and quick and easy access to all documents. This will facilitate the 
compliance check process. At the Leibniz Institute DSMZ – German Collection of Microorganisms 
and Cell Cultures GmbH a Nagoya Protocol module was developed in OSIRIS, an open source 
software, which can be used by other institutions as well.  

In this section, we explain how this module was designed, what main phases and functions it 
comprises, and how research institutions and universities can use it and optionally adapt it to 
institutional needs.

ABS data management system – why is this important?
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What kind of documents are relevant for ABS? 

The Nagoya Protocol Module in OSIRIS

Project description including geographical and temporal information to check if the 
project is within the scope of the EU ABS Regulation or national ABS measures;

Rationale from the ABS Compliance Officer/Team if the project is considered out of scope;

Documentation during permit requests with the country including email exchanges;

ABS relevant official documents and permits;

Documentation on benefits shared (e.g. scientific papers with IRCCs, research reports, 
training, tech transfer).

How to design an ABS information management system?

Only a portion of projects within an institution involve ABS-relevant research. 
Therefore, we recommend keeping the starting point as simple as possible for researchers and including only the 
relevant origin information of the genetic resources as a first step. Only projects that may be ABS-relevant will 
pass this initial filter and be assessed further. 

Below, we provide a general description of the Nagoya Protocol module in OSIRIS (see below for more 
information on OSIRIS) and its three phases as an example of how an ABS data management system can be 
designed (see also Figure 6): 

When new grant applications are written and the projects are submitted into OSIRIS, the PI will also indicate whether 
and from which country genetic resources have been or will be collected. The ABS Compliance Officer/Team will check 
whether the country is a Party to the Nagoya Protocol and whether it has access measures in place, to determine 
whether the project is ABS relevant or not. Non-ABS relevant projects are labeled as such and filtered out at this stage. 
A rationale is provided by the ABS Compliance Officer/Team and no further actions are needed.

A project summary table in OSIRIS provides the institution’s management with an overview of ABS relevant and non-
relevant projects. ABS relevant projects include those that fall within the scope of the EU ABS Regulation and must be 
documented for compliance checks, and those that fall outside the scope of the EU ABS Regulation but still require 
ABS permits from provider countries. Each project will be documented including all ABS relevant information, such 
as waivers, rationales, ABS permits, Due Diligence Declarations, etc. to facilitate preparation for control checks.

If the project is ABS relevant and is funded, further information on the project (objectives, methods) and the material 
(what kind, when and where collected) needs to be provided by the researcher. The ABS Compliance Officer/Team 
determines whether projects fall within the scope of the EU ABS Regulation or fall out of the scope of the EU ABS 
regulation, but within the scope of national ABS measures (will not be checked by BfN, but the scientist may still have 
legal ABS obligations with the provider countries). If ABS permits are needed, the project PI and the ABS Compliance 
Officer/Team agree on the next steps, which are documented in meeting minutes. The application process to obtain 
permits is started by the scientist with the support and advice of the ABS Compliance Officer/Team. 
All relevant documents should be stored and linked to the project in OSIRIS to guarantee a quick overview for 
the management of the institute and the ABS Compliance Officer/Team in case of a compliance check by BfN. 

Phase I

Phase III

Phase II

ABS relevance filter

institutional overwiew

check for scope and define necessary permits



OSIRIS: ABS Data Management System
Documentation of relevant data in OSIRIS during the ABS compliance process

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

ABS Relevance

Scope of EU ABS 
Regulation and/or 
national ABS laws

ABS compliance 
overview

Scientists ABS Compliance Officer/Team

Scientists include in Osiris where the genetic 
resources have been or will be collected

The ABS compliance team defines and records in 
OSIRIS whether the project is potentially „ABS 
relevant“ or not, including a rationale if not.

If funded and ABS relevant If not relevant, 
no more action needed

Scientists include further information
on the material and project

The ABS Compliance Team analyzes and records 
whether the project is “within the scope of the EU 

ABS regulation and/or national legislation“, 
including a rationale if not

In scope of EU 
ABS regulation

In scope of national 
ABS measures only

If out of scope,
no more action needed

Scientists obtain the necessary ABS permits and report 
the status of these processes in Osiris:

“Not started“ / “In progress“ / “Completed“

Scientists complete all the Nagoya Protocol 
relevant documentation and information in 

OSIRIS: relevant Emails, PIC, MAT, MTA, IRCC, DDD,
 benefits shared, IRCCs in publications

OSIRIS Dashboard
summarizes all Nagoya Protocol relevant projects, 

information and documentation

Export data once
Project ends

Archive
long term storage of ABS data for 20 years 

after end of utilisation/publication

Figure 6.  The Nagoya Protocol-Module in OSIRIS as an example of an ABS data 
management system design. You can download the editable document here.

https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/fig-6-ABS-data-management-system.pptx
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How can the Nagoya Protocol module in OSIRIS 
be used by other institutions?

OSIRIS is an open and freely available research information system. It collects, processes, and displays 
data on research activities such as publications, presentations, or projects — helping institutes to keep 
track of their scientific output. 

Developed together with the Leibniz Institute DSMZ, OSIRIS is particularly suited for smaller institutes, where 
researchers can easily enter their own activities through a self-reporting system. Once installed on a web server, 
OSIRIS can be accessed directly via the browser. All configurations from institute details to institute details and 
user roles can be managed intuitively through the admin interface, without any programming knowledge. This 
includes all content such as activity types, projects and infrastructures. OSIRIS is designed to be flexible, user-
friendly, and adaptable to the specific needs of each institute. It supports many interfaces (e.g. LDAP, Microsoft 
SSO, OpenAlex, etc.) out of the box. The source code is openly available on GitHub, making it easy to customize 
and extend.

Provide resources and trainingIV.
Having the institutional personnel on board is key to achieve ABS compli-
ance. The institution should provide easy-to-understand information and 
guidance on complying with the Nagoya Protocol, as well as opportunities 
for further training. In this section we provide some tips on what institu-
tional resources and training can be develop by the institution as part of 
its ABS strategy and list of resources developed by the German Nagoya 
Protocol HuB (GNP-HuB) project that can be reused. 

Develop institutional resources and training

Develop an ABS section on the institutional website and/or intranet to offer resources and 
support to the institutional staff. The website could include:

Perform regular information sessions to ensure the staff is aware of the ABS obligations and 
the implications of non-compliance. The basic content of the ABS sessions should include:

A general explanation about ABS, the Nagoya Protocol and the EU ABS Regulation, why this is 
important and the consequences of non-compliance. A reference and the link to the 
GNP-HuB project for more information can also be included. 

A section with relevant institutional policies, guidelines, templates, workflows, etc.

A help desk where researchers can ask questions about their projects and ABS processes 
to receive advice.

Information about upcoming activities and other ways of institutional support.

What is the Nagoya Protocol and why is it important?

Compliance obligations in the EU

Users checks by BfN

Consequences of non-compliance

How the institution deals with ABS and support researchers
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Develop model ABS clauses that could be included in:

Material Transfer Agreements or MTAs. This ensures the institution is transferring and receiving all 
relevant ABS information and documentation during material exchange with other institutions.

Watch the video Nagoya for newbies to get you started.

Check out the Easy ABS guides for ABS measures and procedures in different countries. 

The Nagoya Protocol applied to biobanks video covers relevant implications of ABS in collections 
and research. 

The video what you need to know about Digital Sequence Information (DSI) includes relevant information 
that researchers should be aware of regarding benefit-sharing from the use of genetic sequences (or DSI).

The interactive ABS world infographic leads you through the jungle of ABS and compliance
ABS Compliance supports your science video can help you understand your compliance obligations 
and consequences of non-compliance.

The ABS strategy checklist can help you to build your own ABS strategy. Check it out before you start 
 your ABS process and benefit-sharing negotiations. 

The How to „do“ the Nagoya Protocol step by step guide provides details and tips for this process

Our frequently asked questions might help you to get some answers to your own questions related to the 
Nagoya Protocol.

Time to bust some myth about ABS and due diligence with our MythBusters.

Mutually Agreed Terms or MATS. In these contracts 
concluded with the provider countries benefit-sharing is 
negotiated. The model clauses can provide researchers 
with an orientation on what kind of benefits the institution 
is willing to share. These benefits could include research 
reports, scientific publications, co-authorships, training of 
local scientists, technology transfer to the provider country 
and others.

Re-usable GNP-HuB resources

To better inform the institutional personnel you can reuse the information and tools developed 
by the GNP-HuB, just give the credits to the German Nagoya Protocol HuB Project, its funders – 
the German Alliance of Science Organisations - and the Science Policy Department at Leibniz 
Institute DSMZ. These information materials are designed to be easy to understand by researchers and 
include infographics, check lists, videos, podcasts and others.

Here we include a list of the most important materials your 
institution can reuse to inform researchers about ABS:

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

cam25

https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/how-to-do-nagoya/
https://nagoyaprotocol-hub.de/mythbusters/
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The podcast “Nagoya bites” deals with different topics covering the ABS world: 

Learn from practical experience of other Germany-based scientists with the ABS stories from 
different provider countries.

Episode 1: 
User checks in Germany

Episode 2: 
Kiel University’s Nagoya Protocol compliance strategy 

Episode 3: 
Understanding the scope of the EU Regulation

Episode 4: 
Regulation (EU) 511/2014: Do taxonomy, phylogenetic 
analyses and sequencing fall within its scope?

Episode 5: 
The ABS Clearing House

The GNP-HuB also compiled text examples of ABS statements that can be used for grant applications. 
You can check, modify and reuse these examples.

The GNP-HuB project can also support your institution by co-organizing ABS information sessions. 
In these sessions we cover the subject matter from the basics of the Nagoya Protocol and ABS c 
ompliance under the EU regulation to individual case studies and updates on the international 
negotiations on ABS. We always include an interactive part and dedicate plenty of time for questions.

Researchers in Germany can also join the GNP-HuB Network, an informal network that provides a 
friendly platform for information, exchange of experiences and expertise, as well as awareness-raising 
and networking. People in charge of helping researchers with ABS compliance at their institutions, 
like ABS Compliance Officers, can also join the ABS Compliance Officers Network. 

ABS: 			 Access and Benefit-Sharing
ABSCH: 			 Access and Benefit-Sharing Clearing House 
aTK: 			 Associated Traditional Knowledge
BfN: 			 Bundesamt für Naturschutz, Federal Agency of Nature Conservation
CBD: 			  Convention on Biological Diversity
CNA: 			  Competent National Authority
CO: 			 Compliance Officer
DDD: 			  Due Diligence Declaration
DMS: 			  Data Management System
EU: 			 European Union
EU ABS Regulation: Regulation (EU) No 511/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 

April 2014 on compliance measures for users from the Nagoya Protocol on Access 
to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from 
their Utilization in the Union Text with EEA relevance

GNP-HuB: German Nagoya Protocol HuB
GR: Genetic Resources
IPLCs: Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
IRCC: Internationally Recognized Certificate of Compliance
MAT: Mutually Agreed Terms
MTA: Material Transfer Agreement
PIC: Prior Informed Consent

AcronymsAnnex:
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